STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
ancestral past* The cerebrum is the organ for storing
each present as it becomes the past, and sensory per-
ception is the process by which die past, acquiring new
experience, becomes the present. This ingression gives
rise to the wall, to the future.
Thus though we accept consciousness as latest and
richest, we must not reject the Unconscious, as the
worship of the consciousness may too easily lead us to
do. Those who accept consciousness only are entrapped
in immediate experience, and can never progress to a
richer consciousness ; just as those who ignore the past
in the present in the form of history are unable to grasp
the richer future, which they write only in terms of the
barren present This is the lesson of historical material-
ism, that the future is not contained in the present, but
in the present plus the past.
Still less can we accept only the past. That is worse
than the other, it is a return to outworn things, it is
infantile regression. It is the path that perpetually
appeals to man when, as to-day, his consciousness seems
to &1 him at the tasks with which he is faced, but it is
the way of defeat. The Unconscious has its wisdom,
certainly, for it contains the condensed experience of
ages of evolution, stamped in by natural selection. Our
life is built on the foundations of the somatic wisdom
of unconscious innervations. None the less, the spear-
point of life's insertion into the reality is tie present, it
is new experience and this new experience is unseizable
by unconsciousness. It is consciousness.
Freudism does not accept the story of one party to
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